Historical Artifact Survey of
21505 SW Nicholas View Dr. Sherwood, Oregon 97140
currently adjacent to Nicholas Vineyard

Brian Richardson
April 2013
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Survey conducted on March 22 & 23,
2013 by Brian Richardson

This survey explores the history of 21505 SW
Nicholas View Dr. (Sherwood) and the lifestyle
habits of the original landowners through analysis
of buried artifacts. The thumbnail at top left shows
an aerial view of the property with north at the top
of the photo. The thumbnail illustrates that part of
the property has been converted to a Pinot noir
vineyard, while the other portion remains an
overgrown orchard with original farmhouse and
outbuildings intact. The larger photo at top right is a
bird’s eye view with north to the left. The
farmhouse is situated at the northern edge of the
property, with a precipitous ravine lining this
northern edge of the property.
Even though farms are fairly self-sufficient, it was
necessary for the dwellers to buy medicine,
cosmetics, beverages, and non-native food as their
consumption
functions
permitted.
After
consumption of the original contents and occasional
re-use of the bottles (i.e. storing oil in old whiskey
bottles), the items were eventually disposed of. On
farms, refuse tends to accumulate in the bottom of
the outhouse as well as in specific dumping spots
located somewhere on the property. Several
standing outhouses were located on the property,
but they were no older than 1940s and thus void of
any interesting items. There must be an older
outhouse on site but it has not been located yet. The
main focus of this survey was to find one or more
dump sites. Most farm dumps are in ravines on the
edge of the property, and this particular site proved
no exception. There were numerous dumps all
along the northern ravine, with materials dating
from the 19-teens well into the 1980s. It appears that
from the 1940s onward there was no specific dump
spot, with the garbage strewn haphazardly all over
the slope. However, an older and much more
contained spot was discovered in a ditch/dip cut
into the side of the slope. The location of this dump
is noted as an A within a circle in the photo at top
right. A metal probe revealed the dump to be about
3 feet deep and roughly 10 feet long by 5 feet wide.
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It is located roughly 65 yards to the north northwest
of the farmhouse, and from within the dump you
can just barely see the chimney of the farmhouse.
This would have been far enough away from the
house to be “out of sight, out of mind” but not far
enough away to make disposal a burden.
As seen in the photo at right, the naked eye would
not have been able to recognize this as a garbage
dump. However, the general depression suggested a
good dump spot, and the probe immediately
indicated the presence of material. A quick test hole
was dug that determined the dump to be in the 19teens to late 1930s range. It was thoroughly dug
from one end to the other in search of any
interesting artifacts that could help tell the story of
the original inhabitants of the farmhouse. The dump
was full of old cans, making the digging an easy
two-day process. There was not much glass to be
found, but over time some interesting items
appeared. The finds will be explored on the
following page. At bottom right is the same view
after having been dug. Items would have been
thrown from above the dump down the steep slope,
eventually accumulating to a depth of 3 feet at the
center of the ditch. To the left of the dump is a quick
rise before an even steeper drop to further
forestland.
The dump produced hundreds of 1910s-1930s food
cans (some in decent condition, allowing me to see
that brands ranged from Ovaltine to Fish packed in
Norway). 12 whole bottles were discovered, along
with some broken fruit jars, a marble, and an
interesting metal stopper. It was a small, sparse
dump by most standards but interesting
nonetheless. There was one broken druggist bottle
from Newberg, which indicates that the
homeowners preferred Newberg over Sherwood
when shopping and going to the druggist. If this is
indeed the oldest dump on the property, it proves
that the farmhouse dates to no earlier than the early
19-teens.
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Items are listed from left to right as items #1-12
#1: Ball Perfect Mason Fruit Jar with Original Lid.
This style of fruit jar is common and dates to the
1930s. This was the only intact fruit jar in the dump.
It was surprising not to find more fruit jars (broken
or whole), given this is a farm dump and they likely
had a cellar or basement full of fruit jars at one time.
There were four broken examples in the dump, two
of which dated to the late 1800s.

#5: Pharmacy Bottle. This is a standard shape for a
1920s pharmacy bottle. Pharmacy bottles were
often embossed with the druggist name up through
the 19-teens, at which point the majority of bottles
came only with paper label. A broken example in
the dump came from Graham’s Drugstore in
Newberg, which is possibly where this bottle came
from as well.

#9: Milk-Glass Cosmetic Bottle. Named for the
white nature of the glass, common in cosmetic
cream jars. 1920s.

#2: Preserve Jar. This item, which looks like a
drinking glass, originally would have contained any
variety of food (olives, preserves, etc.) sealed by a
metal lid. The jar was designed to be used as a
drinking glass afterwards. Numerous other
examples were found broken in the dump.

#6: Amber medicine bottle. Bottles that pre-date
about 1910 have a hand-finished neck and lip. After
1910 bottles were made on Automatic Bottle
Machines, easily indicated by the presence of a seam
that goes from the base all the way through the lip.
Most of the bottles in this dump were ABM,
although this example has a hand-finished top and
dates to 1900-1910. It would have come from a
major medicine company as opposed to a local
druggist.

#11: Sanford Ink Bottle. Sanford was a major
manufacturer of inks from the mid 1800s to mid
1900s. This 8-sided example dates to the 1920s.
Sanford today is the manufacturer of Sharpie.

#3: Shoe Polish bottle. Polish bottles were very
popular in the late 1800s through mid 1900s and
very common to find in dumps. This particular
example has a beveled edge design and dates to the
early 1920s.
#4: Sharp & Dohme Medicine Bottle. This bottle is
of a very unusual ice blue color. The base is
embossed S & D for Sharp & Dohme, a prominent
medicine company started in the mid 1800s. It has
since merged with Merck to become one of the
largest pharmaceutical companies in the world. This
bottle is one of the earliest in the dump, dating to
1900-1910. It contained half of the original contents,
which appeared as a granular white substance.
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#10: Campho-Phenique Bottle. A popular anti-itch
and mild antiseptic product, beginning in the 1800s
and still available today. Commonly found on farm
dumps, with this example dating to about 1910.

#12: Ink Bottle. The company that released this ink
bottle is unknown due to no embossing. This
example dates to the late 1920s.

#7: Listerine. A very popular product since the late
1800s, Listerine has not always been colored blue
and marketed as a mouthwash. It originally was
used primarily as an antiseptic, as indicated by the
ad at bottom left. It took on a more cosmetic nature
in the 1930s, marketed as a dandruff eradicator and
finally for halitosis.
#8: JAF Bottle. Stands for JA Folger & Co., now
famous for their Folgers Coffee but originally just as
successful for their line of Golden Gate Flavoring
Extracts. This 1920s bottle likely held their popular
vanilla extract.

#13: Holdfast Unlosable Stopper. While it looks
like this mysterious metal item would have
screwed into a lightbulb socket, it actually was a
stopper for water bags or canteens. Patented in
1901, this stopper would have been connected to
the handle of the bag via the nickel-plated ring
and chain. The bags were typically made of an
early form of rubber. Clearly it did not live up to
its name, as it was lost in the depths of the dump
for 100 years. Pictured below and below-left on a
variety of bags.

