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Survey conducted on February 2 & 3 by Brian 
Richardson!

In the initial survey of your property, there were 
four main areas where artifacts/refuse were found 
in varying degrees of concentration (A-D). 
Additionally, there was a fifth spot (E) with a 
medium possibility of concentrated artifact 
presence, to be determined on a future dig. This 
report will highlight these refuse concentration 
areas and the artifacts recovered on the initial 
survey.!

Area A (as indicated on map): Located in the ravine 
across the vineyard to the north of the original 
farmhouse (appears at left in the photo above) is a 
series of dumps that range from the late 19-teens 
through about 1970. Section A is the oldest section of 
the dump and is located in the uppermost section of 
the ravine. It contained a high amount of discarded 
metal, with a particular presence of antique stoves 
and farm machinery. At least three large stoves were 
found, although disassembled and of no value or 
interest save for the stove doors. Numerous pieces 
of large and heavy metal machinery parts were 
uncovered, likely from old threshers or other early 
farm machinery. At least one entire automobile was 
discovered, although fully disassembled and strewn 
throughout section A and B. Of particular interest 
were license plates from the 1920s, a Buick Hood 
ornament, and an old kerosene automobile lantern. 
There was at least 100 pounds of lead pipe in section 

A. Discarded tools were aplenty, particularly broken 
axe heads and several pitchforks. Smaller household 
items included numerous bottles, with a high 
degree of unembossed pharmacy and shoe polish 
bottles. There were no liquor or wine bottles to be 
discovered. Numerous broken fruit jars, to be 
expected on a farm. Other small household items 
include an old alarm clock shell, a spoon, and an 
aqua electricity insulator. The dump was very 
shallow, reaching depths of 8 inches at the most, and 
mostly contained to a section 20 feet high from 
ravine base to mid-ravine, and 15 feet wide.!

Area B: This section is a bit newer than area A. It 
dates from 1930-1940 and was largely filled with old 
metal buckets, car chassis & suspension pieces, and 
occasional household medicine and food bottles. 
Given that this dump section occurred during the 
Great Depression, the quantity of refuse actually 
decreases in comparison to what was disposed of in  
the earlier section A. There were no particularly 
interesting items to come out of this dump section.!

Area C: The dump spans from 1940 to 1960 and 
contains the highest amount of bottles. Nothing 
worth keeping or of this interest in this section. 
Come back in 100 years and maybe these items will 
be worth looking at.!

Area D: The slope to the right of the old farmhouse 
was thoroughly metal detected, and it was found 
that a trash layer exists about 4 inches below the 

surface in a certain section of the slope. A few test 
holes were dug and everything uncovered thus far 
were very old horseshoes. This posits the theory 
that an original barn and/or blacksmith shop sat at 
the top of the crest here. Further test holes will be 
needed to confirm this theory. !

Area E: This section, located near the driveway and 
by the gate, was found using the metal probe. It is at 
least 6 feet deep and completely filled on top with 
very old bricks. The probe can actually punch right 
through the bricks with ease, which dates them into 
the 1800s. This could likely have been the original 
well, a filled in fruit cellar, or an outhouse that was 
filled in on top with bricks. It measures about 5x5 
square feet and will need to be excavated to 
determine the likelihood of 1800s artifacts below. 
This is currently the best option of finding some 
earlier artifacts from the farm. 
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Automobile Kerosine Lamp Case 

Many early automobile parts came out of this 
dump, including this interesting object. It is all that 
remains of an early kerosene automobile lamp. 
Shown below are two such lamps that were not 
found on site but shown here to aid the imagination. 
As can be seen, what was dug is composed of the 
central box that housed the flame. Two of the sides 
have thick glass with beveled edges for the light to 
shine through. The base and top sections are 
missing. The base would have held the oil, and the 
top chamber would have allowed oxygen into the 
box. Early car parts like this are actively sought after 
by antique auto enthusiasts, although they usually 
don’t hold up after a century exposed to the 
elements.  

Henry Jenning & Sons Portland Stove Plate 

It was surprising how many old cast iron stove 
pieces were found in this dump. There were at least 
four different stoves discovered as indicated by 
different company names embossed on the small 
stove doors. The above example is the most 
interesting of those discovered. It reads Henry 
Jenning & Sons / Portland, Ore.  Research shows 
that Henry Jenning & Sons was a retail furniture 
house based in Portland. Henry Jenning established 
the business in 1877 with a building on First and 
Salmon. In the early 1900s Henry’s sons, Frederick 
and Henry Jr., joined the business and the “& Sons” 
subsequently added onto the name. By 1914 the 
building occupied 8 floors at Fifth and Washington 
streets. It was known as “The Home of Good 
Furniture” and employed 65 people in 1914. Ranges 
were a good source of revenue and, as the recovered 
stove door shows, it clearly proved advantageous 
for the company to sell their own line of stoves.  

Spohn’s Distemper Cure Medicine Bottle, 1916 

Numerous bottles were discovered on the dig, but 
the majority were unembossed and uninteresting. 
One bottle worth salvaging was a small clear 
medicine embossed Spohn’s Distemper Cure / 
Spohn Medical Company / Goshen, Indiana USA. 
This was actually a veterinary medicine targeting 
equine distemper, a bacterial infection of the horse. 
The advertisement below reads “At the first sign of 
cough or cold in your horse, give a few doses of 
Spohn’s. It will act on the glands, eliminate the 
disease germ and prevent further destruction on the 
body by disease.” Starting in 1906 with the Pure 
Food and Drug Act,  the US Government cracked 
down on medicines that mislead consumers via 
misbranding. This was the end of the Patent 
Medicine era, in which every medicine claimed to 
“cure” you of your ailments. Research shows that in 
1916 the government finally fined the Spohn 
medical company $50 and made them replace the 
“cure” for “compound.” Interestingly, a second 
bottle of Spohn’s was found next to this bottle and it 
was embossed with Compound, not Cure! This 
dates both to right about the 1916 threshold.

The pile of “junk” to the left contains the majority of the 
interesting items to be found in this dig. Few of them actually 
were taken home due to deteriorated conditions, but they 
portray good insight into the farm lifestyle. At far left is a 
child’s bicycle or small wheelbarrow wheel. An aqua electric 
insulator is shown next to it- this would have been on top of an 
original power pole to hold the first electric line on the 
property. Several stove plates can be seen in the picture, with 
embossed examples including Sylvan Universal and Gribben & 
Sexton Co Chicago. Near the top is one of several Oregon 
license plates discovered, all dating in the 1920s and all rusted 
beyond recovery. A cobalt-glazed metal coffee pot rests at top 
right, and metal washtub legs lay at the far right. Also found in 
the picture are several horse-shoes, a spoon, a pitchfork (hay 
farmers...), an alarm clock shell and a small circular Moto-
Meter for an early Buick (19-teens, not recoverable)
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